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PRESIDENTôS LETTER  

The  

FWDCA Neighborhood Cleanup  

Saturday, August 1st, 2009 

I would first and foremost like to take this opportunity 

to welcome all the new residents to the neighborhood;   

it is always nice to see new faces. We would definitely 

like for you to support our organization and be 

involved, you can find out more about this organization 

on the next page of this newsletter or by visiting our 

website WWW.FARWESTDETROIT.ORG.   I would 

also like to say to the rest of the residents, if you have 

new neighbors, get to know them, go up and introduce 

yourself and help them to feel welcome.   Think back 

and I am sure some of you can relate to how awkward 

it was to move into a new neighborhood and not know 

anyone.  Also consider that your neighbors can be an 

invaluable resource for watching and protecting your 

property.  If you are new to the neighborhood or know 

someone who is please call the hotline and let us know. 

We now have a new business along Warren Avenue; In 

& Out Coney Island has opened its doors at 22350 

West Warren (at Lamphere).  Before this there was an 

Middle Eastern restaurant and a number of Mexican 

restaurants.  This business will definitely need support 

from the neighborhood if they are going to stay in 

business.  The service is friendly and the prices are 

right.    The menu includes Coney Island staples such as 

1/3 lb burgers and Coneys as well as some Greek 

specialty items. If healthier fare is what you are after 

they have assortment of Sandwiches and Pitas a well as 

ten different salads.  There is even a separate kidôs 

menu.   Specials include buy one breakfast get one 1/2 

off, buy one dinner get one 1/2 off, 10% senior 

discounts, etc. And of course breakfast is available all 

day.  They are capable of hosting your parties and 

events; they even have pizza party available for kidôs 

birthdays where they supply the balloons. I encourage 

you to stop in and pick up a carry out menu. 

I would like to again remind everyone that Yard Waste 

Is picked up on your regular trash day and must be in 

paper yard waste bags or a personal trash can.   Also I 

need to mention that the city will not pick up any trash 

not inside the Courville container on the regular trash 

day.  If it does not fit in the Courville container please 

keep it in your yard until bulk pickup occurs, this helps 

to keep the neighborhood clean.  On this same thought 

since the summer downpours will again be coming, if 

you live near a storm drain please keep the debris 

cleaned off of it, this is the responsibility of the 

property owner not DWSD.   The same goes for grass 

clippings blown or discharged into the street, all of this 

debris gets down inside the storm drain and causes it 

to plug.  It takes a while for DWSD to come out and 

clear the drain, in the meantime the water pools in the 

street. 

There are still a significant number of vacant houses in 

the neighborhood, some have become occupied but 

more have come up.   Occasionally there is a vacant 

property in which the lawn is not cut, this can happen 

for a number of reasons, the bank may not know the 

property is vacant, they may not have taken possession 

of it yet or it may be the that the contractor is not doing 

it for whatever reason.  When this happens the 

neighbors need to step up and cut the lawn.  The idea is 

to keep the front of the property looking presentable   

and keep the back cut often enough to prevent rodents 

from staying around.   I mentioned back in the winter 

about adopting a property, and I would like for the 

same thing to happen over the summer.   The city will 

NOT cut the properties, and issuing a citation could 

easily take months.  Furthermore it is likely a lien will 

be placed on the property equal to whatever the 

violation fee is; this could definitely have an adverse 

impact on the sale of the properties. 

Jason Haskins 
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Board of Directors  

President Jason Haskins 

Vice President Arthur Edge 

Corresponding Secretary Tina James 

Recording Secretary Lutrina Johnson  

Treasurer John Mlynarczyk  

Membership Chairman  Jason Kasprowicz 

Advertising Manager  

Welcome Representative  

Hotline Facilitator  Lorraine Harris  

Editor   

Community Relations Rep.  

Street Representatives  

Represent their street by attending monthly meetings,  

collecting dues and neighborhood news, submitting arti-

cles to the newsletter, and casting a vote on financial mat-

ters. 

W. Parkway Lorraine Harris  

Beaverland Jason Haskins 

Bramell  Steve Boyle 

Chatham  

Lamphere Sharon Mioduch 

DaCosta Jason Kasprowicz 

Dolphin  Joe Pacion 

Rockdale Nancy Erickson 

Parkland Michael Stewart 

Tireman Paula Gross 

Constance Paula Gross 

Belton Paula Gross 

Block Captains  

Assist the Street Representatives by helping collect dues and 

news articles from their block and delivering newsletters to 

their block.  

W. Parkway Brenda Taylor 

Beaverland Patricia Haskins 

Bramell   

Chatham  

Lamphere 

Theresa Seymour 

Lucille Gierczak 

Betty Barbarich 

DaCosta 
Valerie Nemeth 

Patricia McNay 

Dolphin  Stephanie Coleman 

Rockdale Kathy Mason 

Parkland Nancy Marquette 

Tireman Jerry Tambeau 

Constance  

Belton  

Contact  

www.farwestdetroit.org  

president@farwestdetroit.org  

Hotline 313-563-6645 

P.O. Box 40082, Redford MI 48239  

  

Fiscal Year  

The  FWDCA fiscal year begins October 1 and ends September 

30.  Board meetings are  held the second Wednesday of each 

month at 7:00 p.m.  All residents are welcome to attend these 

meetings.  The location of the meetings is provided on our 

hotline.  

  

Membership Dues  

A membership free of $25 is collected from each household 

annually beginning October 1 for the fiscal year.  Dues can be 

mailed to our P.O. box attention: Membership.  

  

General Meetings  

General meetings are held the second Wednesdays of May 

and October at 7:00 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus Hall on 

Garling Drive in Dearborn Heights.  The meetings include 

discussions of topics of interest with guest speakers. 

  

Activities and Services  

Services and Activities are available to our residents as a 

result of collection of membership dues.  Insufficient  

membership could threaten any of these services or activities.  

Services includes the plowing of snow from our streets, 

Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for families in need, and 

5 bi-monthly newsletters.  Activities include holiday 

decorating  contests (only paid members are eligible) and 

resident gatherings. 

  

Newsletter  

The Farwester is published every other month from 

September through  June.  The publication includes 

neighborhood news and advertisements for neighborhood 

businesses.  Submissions for the newsletter can be emailed or 

mailed.   
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The FWDCA will again be doing a Neighborhood Cleanup on August 

1, 2009, we will be targeting vacant properties that have tall weeds or 

trees growing, or have trash/ litter by the front of the house or visible 

from the street.    

 Last year five FWDCA volunteers cleaned five properties in a matter 

of four hours, we are hoping to be able to do something similar this 

year.   Once we clean the properties it is up to the neighbors to keep 

them that way.     

The neighborhood will be split north and south of Tireman, Vice 

President Arthur Edge will be responsible for identification and 

execution north of Tireman; I will handle south of Tireman.   If you 

are interested in participating or have a property you would like us to 

consider for cleanup please call the hotline at 563-6645. 

Jason Haskins 

FWDCA NEIGHBORHOOD C LEANUP  

TUNNEL PROJECT UPDAT E 

The FWDCA was recently informed that the upper rouge tunnel 

project has been put on hold.  Preliminary work has been completed, 

but the contractor has not been authorized to proceed with 

additional work.  

 The driving force behind this decision appears to be cost, the Detroit 

Water and Sewerage Department now believes there are other 

solutions or design changes that will result in significant cost 

savings.  DWSD is currently negotiating with the Michigan 

Department of Environmental Quality for an extension of time so 

they can more thoroughly research other options.  There is a federal 

mandate that  DWSD must come up with some sort of solution to 

eliminate or almost completely eliminate combined sewer overflows 

so it is highly likely that there will be some sort of project occurring.  

 For the immediate future the fence and office complex will stay. I 

will continue to monitor this situation over the summer and will 

work the ensure that the fenced off area does not become a nuisance. 

Jason Haskins 

Bulk  Trash Pickup dates  

North of Tireman  South of Tireman  

6/18/2009 (Thursday)  6/25/2009 (Thursday)  

9/17/2009 (Thursday)  9/24/2009 (Thursday)   

12/21/2009 (Monday)  12/30/2009 (Wednesday)  

Detroit Police  

Northwestern District   
 

11450 Warwick St. 

Detroit, MI 48228  

(313) 596-5600  

NorthwesternDistrict@ 

dpdhq.ci.detrioit.mi.us  

Northwest District  

Neighborhood City Hall  

19180 Grand River Avenue 

Detroit, MI 48223 

313-935-5322 

Hours: a-Fri 9amɂ5pm 

Christopher Hood, Manager  

christopher.hood@detroitmi.gov 



NEIGHBORHOOD SURVEY  
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The FWDCA does not often hear from our residents.  

When we do hear from people it is often a complaint 

about something we did or did not do.  There are a very 

small percentage of people who offer encouragement or 

compliment us, and unfortunately they are vague in 

nature and not of much use for planning the direction of 

the association.   I am of the opinion that if this 

association is to continue to exist it needs to provide 

useful services as well as information to its residents.  

One of the biggest problems is that I do not know what 

the residents expect or want.  

In trying to understand what the residents want I was 

inspired to create a survey, one that gauges how people 

perceive the FWDCA  as well as offers insight on what 

direction to take it in.  This association is membership 

supported; we do not get any funds from the city or 

anyone else.  In light of this it is crucial for us to 

understand why people are not paying their membership 

dues and what we can do to change that.  

The rest of the survey focuses on what people would like 

to see out of the association, as well as possible ways to 

increase its benefit to the residents of the neighborhood.  

This is essential to the long term survival of the 

association.  Now please do not misinterpret this as a 

promise that the things mentioned in the survey are 

going to come to fruition, but they will be considered.  I 

will personally read every survey that comes back, and if 

you wish, I will personally speak with you regarding any 

concern, question or issue that you may have.  

Jason Haskins 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT  

Currently we have 270 paid residents or 22% of the neighborhood which is  pretty good but we still have a negative 

monthly cash flow so increasing our membership total is crucial for the sustainability of our neighborhood organization.  

Please continue to alert new neighbors about the FWDCA and donôt be shy to suggest they get involved to whatever 

extent they can. 

Our top three streets as of 5/28 are: 

1. Beaverland - 47  

2. Parkland & West Parkway tied with 34  

3. Bramell - 30  

 

Jason Kasprowicz 

7291 Dolphin 

BEAVERLAND NEWS  

A home invasion occurred on Beaverland between Majestic and Ann Arbor Trail.  The incident occurred around 1pm May 

11 after undercover officers from Dearborn followed a suspicious vehicle into the area.  The suspects approached several 

houses in Dearborn and Dearborn Heights before breaking into a house on Beaverland through a back window.  A nine 

year old child in the house was able to escape to safety.   Two suspects were arrested at the scene without incident.  

Officers reported recovering a handgun belonging to the suspects. 

 

Jason Haskins 
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F.W.D.C.A. NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT SURVEY  

This survey is open to all residents  

Please complete this survey in blue or black ink and mail it to: 

FWDCA Attn: Survey P.O. Box 40082 Redford MI, 48239  

 

Name (optional) ____________________________________________________________  

 

Address (optional) ___________________________________________________________  

 

Number of years you have lived in this neighborhood____________________________________  

 

Are you aware there is a neighborhood association?  (Yes)   (No) 

 

Are you a paid member of this neighborhood association?  (Yes)   (No) 

If no, is there a particular reason? _________________________________________________  

 

Have you ever belonged to any other neighborhood association?  (Yes)   (No) 

If you answered yes to the above question, please name the association  

________________________________________________________________________  

 

Are you aware that the FWDCA maintains a Hotline and Website for its residents (Yes)   (No) 

 

Are you aware the FWDCA pays for snowplowing with membership dues?  (Yes)   (No) 

Are you satisfied with the snowplowing? ____________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  

 

Have you ever attended one of our general meetings?  (Yes)   (No) 

If you answered no above is there a particular reason? ___________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  

 

Are you aware that general meetings are open to all residents? (Yes)  (No) 

Is there a particular day/ time that you feel would be better for the general meetings?   

________________________________________________________________________  

 

 



Do you feel the FWDCA provides useful and accurate information to its residents? (Yes)   (No) 

 

Would you like to see the FWDCA undertake more beautification type activities such as tree planting, cleanup of trash in 

the neighborhood, etc?  (Yes)   (No) 

 

If you answered yes above please elaborate 

________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  

Would you like to see the FWDCA explore leaf cleanup from the streets after the leaves fall?  

(Yes)   (No) 

 

Do you feel the FWDCA should take a more active role in the cleanup and security of vacant properties? 

(Yes)   (No) 

If you answered yes above please elaborate___________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  

Do you feel the FWDCA should do more to help senior residents?  (Yes)   (No) 

If you answered yes above please elaborate on what type of help _______________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

Do you feel the FWDCA maintains a visible enough presence in the neighborhood?  (Yes)   (No) 

Would you like to see a neighborhood picnic?  (Yes)   (No) 

Would you like to see a CB Patrol in this neighborhood?  (Yes)   (No) 

If you answered yes above would you be able to donate at least four hours per week (Yes)   (No) 

In general, how would you rate your level of satisfaction with the FWDCA? (Check one below) 

___Completely Satisfied    ___Very Satisfied       ___Somewhat Satisfied    ___ Not Satisfied  

 

Do you have any other questions, concerns, ideas or comments that have not been addressed in this survey? 

________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  

 

If you need more space please attach a separate sheet of  paper.   If you have questions about completing this survey 

please email President@Farwestdetroit.org or call me personally at 530-6469.  Thank you for taking the time to complete 

this survey, we look forward to your feedback. 

6 
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Advertising Rates  

Call 313-563-6645  

or email  

 advertisng@farwestdetroit.org  

 to place an ad. 

1/4 page ad $25.00  

Business card $15.00 

All ads MUST contain a first and last name or a 

business name.  The FWDCA reserves the right 

to reject any ad. 

Disclaimer:                                                                                                                                                       

The Far West Detroit Civic Association 

(ñFWDCAò) does not take responsibility for the 

services contracted as a result of these ads.  Ads 

in this publication do not imply an endorsement 

by the FWDCA. 


